Empowered Lives
SECURING CHANGE
FOR VICTORIANS
WITH DISABILITY

Empowered Lives brings together
people with disability, advocates,
and organisations across the
Victorian disability community.
Together, we have developed this
platform for change – outlining the key
issues that face Victorians with disability
in their interactions with Victorian
Government systems, and setting out
achievable actions the Government can
take to provide more opportunities for
people with disability, more inclusive
environments and communities, and
stronger support when needed.
This factsheet provides information
about one of the areas for change
identified in the platform.

7 Deliver
educational
equity

Goal: Victorians with disability enjoy
the same educational opportunities
as everybody else.
Access to quality, inclusive and engaging
education is critical to give every child the
opportunity to reach their full potential, but
significant barriers exist for students with disability
in Victoria. These include funding limitations, lack
of specialist supports, inadequate teacher training
in disability, lack of time for teachers to provide
an individualised approach, and discriminatory
attitudes. The Victorian Government can take a
more active role in improving our education system
for students with disability: by fostering inclusive
educational environments, providing needs-based
funding, and equipping staff with the knowledge
and capacity to support students with disability.
We call on the Victorian Government to:

Provide targeted support
for students with disability
Current approaches to funding for students with
disability mean that the support needs of many
students are not being met.1 The funding model
used in the Victorian Government’s Program for
Students with Disabilities should be updated so
that it takes into account children’s functioning and
education needs and the factors that affect these.2

The Government should also ensure schools are
developing and using Individual Learning Plans
consistently to support students with disabilities
effectively.3

Invest in bullying prevention
Young people with special education needs and/
or disabilities are disproportionately at risk of
bullying,4 which can have significant impacts on
their health, wellbeing and quality of life.5 The
Victorian Government should develop tailored
bullying prevention programs that raise awareness
of disability, help to prevent bullying and build
inclusive attitudes in our schools.6

Ensure accessible
education environments
The level of accessibility in and across our schools
remains inconsistent, which can lead to students
with disability being excluded from activities and
educational opportunities. Requiring education
services to undertake access audits – assessing the
service’s buildings and environments to identify
barriers to access for people with a range of
mobility and other requirements – would help to
improve students’ physical access to education.7

Improve staff awareness of disability
There are currently limited professional learning
opportunities for teachers around disability. More
opportunities for professional learning around
disability and inclusion will help staff to understand
the needs and strengths of students with disability,
provide appropriate supports and deliver
education inclusively.

More information
More information about Empowered
Lives, including the full platform and an
Easy English summary, can be found online
at empoweredlives.vcoss.org.au/
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